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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 


Message Text 


TAGS: ESTC, COCOM, IT 

SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF CURRENT COCOM CHAIRMAN 


REF: PARIS 18713 


1 . WE AGREE WITH US DEL (PARA 4 REF A) THAT SHOWDOWN 
OVER COCOM CHAIRMAN SHOULD BE AVOIDED; HOWEVER, WE 
QUESTION WHETHER IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO LIST REVIEW 
OPENING IS A PROPITIOUS TIME TO SWITCH. IN RESPONDING, 
US DEL SHOULD: 


- AGREE THAT A DIVISIVE DISPUTE OVER THE COCOM 
CHAIRMANSHIP SHOULD BE AVOIDED; 
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- ASCERTAIN WHETHER THERE ARE PERSONAL OR BUREAUCRATIC REA- 
SONS (ITALIAN DIPLOMATS ARE LEGALLY OBLIGATED TO 

RETURN TO ROME AFTER A NUMBER OF YEARS ABROAD) FOR 
TRANSFERRING INDELICATO AT THIS TIME; 

- INDICATE THAT WE ARE GENERALLY OPPOSED TO CHANGING 
COCOM LEADERSHIP AT THIS JUNCTURE. WE WOULD MUCH PREFER 
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IF POSSIBLE, TO KEEP THE LEADERSHIP UNCHANGED UNTIL 
THE LIST REVIEW IS COMPLETED OR AT THE VERY LEAST, THERE 
SHOULD BE A SUBSTANTIAL OVERLAP; AND 

- WITH RESPECT TO ITALIAN CANDIDACY, NOTE THAT THE US 
IS OPEN-MINDED BUT COGNIZANT OF AND GRATEFUL FOR ITALY'S 
EVEN-HANDED PERFORMANCE IN THE COCOM CHAIRMANSHIP. 

2. WE ARE MORE THAN SOME WHAT DISTRESSED THAT ITA4IANS 
ARE CONSIDERING TRANSFERRING COCOM CHAIRMAN INDELICATO 
AT THIS JUNCTURE AND WE WOULD PREFER THAT INDELICATO 
REMAIN AT THE HELM THROUGH LIST REVIEW PERIOD. WE 

HAVE BEEN GREATLY IMPRESSED WITH INDELICATO'S QUALIFICA- 
TIONS AND ABILITY TO IMPARTIALLY CONDUCT COCOM'S AFFAIRS 
DURINGS THE LAST FEW DIFFICULT YEARS. WE DO NOT FEEL 
HE CAN EASILY REPLACED, IN PARTICULAR JUST BEFORE THE 
W- IN OUR VIEW, FOR EXPERIENCE WELL 
LIST REVIEW, WHICH CALLS, IN OUR VIEW, FOR EXPERIENCE 
WELL BEYOND THAT WHICH CAN REASONBLY BE EXPECTED FROM 
A NEW ARRIVAL. THIS SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS 
REFLECTING ON THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ANY PARTICULAR 
INDIVIDUAL BUT REFLECTS OUR BELIEF THAT SITUATION AT THIS 
TIME CALLS FOR CONTINUITY NOT CHANGE IN KEY PERSONNEL. 

3. US DEL IS REQUESTED TO ASCERTAIN IF THE ITALIANS HAVE 
APPROACHED ANY OTHER DELS. IF SO, WE WOULD BE ESPECIALLY 
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INTERESTED TO KNOW EXTENT TO WHICH OTHER SHARE OUR 
RESERVATIONS CONCERNING THE PROPOSED TRANSFER. VANCE 
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